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proved already! There is a manifesto * arrived to-day that
makes one shudder! This northern Athaliah? who has the
modesty not to name her murdered husband in that light,
calls him Tier neighbour ; and, as if all the world were savages,
like Bussians, pretends that he died suddenly of a distemper
that never was expeditious; mocks Heaven with pretensions
to charity and piety; and heaps the additional inhumanity
on the man she has dethroned and assassinated, of im-
puting his death to a judgement from Providence. In short,
it is the language of usurpation and blood, counselled and
apologized for by clergymen! It is Brunehault and an
archbishop!

I have seen Mr. Keith's first dispatch; in general, my
account was tolerably correct; but he does not mention
Ivan6. The conspiracy advanced by one of the gang being
seized, though for another crime; they thought themselves
discovered. Orloff e, one of them, hurried to the Czarina,
and told her she had no time to lose. She was ready for
anything; nay, marched herself at the head of fourteen
thousand men and a train of artillery against her husband,
but not being the only Alecto in Muscovy, she had been
aided by a Princess Daschkaw, a nymph under twenty,
and sister to the Czar's mistress. It was not the latter,
as I told you, but the Chancellor's wife7, who offered up
the order of St. Catherine. I do not know how my Lord
Buckingham feels, but unless to conjure up a tempest
against this fury of the north, nothing could bribe me to
set my foot in her dominions. Had she been priestess of
the Scythian Diana, she would have sacrificed her brother
by choice. It seems she does not degenerate; her mother
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